
Correspondence.
THE SEXUAL QUESTION: A REJOINDER.

Boston, July 2, 1909.
Mr. Editor: As author of the notice published on page

763 in your issue of June 10, and made the subject of a
letter on page 37 in your issue of July 1, may I be per-
mitted a brief, unofficial reply explaining my position?
It was not my intention to express disapproval of psychic

research in toto, or to imply that the sexual problems are
not desirable objects of medical investigation. Purely as
a matter of personal opinion, however, I believe there are
certain types of perversion and degeneracy whose ameli-
oration is of questionable benefit to a community which
natural process is trying to rid of undesirable members, and
whose minute study is evidence of a morbidity in the
investigator analogous to that of the subject of the malady.
Far be it from me to derogate the value of that specialty
in medicine of which my critic is so eminent and beloved
an exponent. I frankly admit that I have not a hun-
dredth part of his knowledge and understanding, and in
so far am unfit to criticise. Unlike him, however, I
believe that criticism from any source should be welcome,
feeling that everyone can profit from the comment of those
without his own bias. I need not say that I can only thank
my present critic for honoring my obscure paragraph with
such illuminating and courteous protest.

Very truly yours,
Robert M. Green, M.D.

Miscellany.
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. CIRCULAR CON-
CERNING INFANTILE PARALYSIS (FOR 1909).
To the Medical Profession of Massachusetts:
The investigation of infantile paralysis made

in this state in the years 1907 and 1908 has
yielded facts of value to the public health and of
interest to the medical profession. The results
of the 1907 investigation appeared in " Transac-
tions of the Massachusetts Medical Society for
1908." The 1908 results will be published shortly,
giving the account of a very serious epidemic
occurring in large part in Health District No. 13
(Franklin and Hampshire counties).
Your co-operation is earnestly requested for the

continuance of the investigation in 1909.
Of great importance in the search for the excit-

ing cause of the disease is the bactériologie study
of the stools during the febrile disturbance, which
nearly always ushers in the attack; and you will
render valuable assistance in the work and confer
a great favor if you will collect for the pathologist
of the Board a specimen of the stools as early as

possible, in the.acute attack in any case of infantile
paralysis that you may be called to attend.
A sterile container will be sent to you at once

for a specimen of the feces if you will notify the
state inspector of health of your district; or this
office can be notified by telephone (Haymarket
2700), reversing the charge, if any; or by tele-
graph ("Collect"). The container, when filled,
can be forwarded to Boston by express, at the
Board's expense. Full directions for use, with
return tags, etc., will be sent with the container.

As certain clinical facts are of much importance,
blanks for reports will be sent to you, if you will
kindly notify the Board ofall cases already observed
since January 1, or which may occur during the
remainder of the year (1909).

Mark W. Richardson, Secretary.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
For the Week ending Saturday, June 26,1909.
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CHANGES IN THE MEDICAL CORPS U. S. NAVY
FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 3, 1909.

Rodman, S. S., passed assistant surgeon. Ordered to tem-
porary duty at the Naval Recruiting Station, Indianapolis, Ind.
June 25.
Guest, M. S., surgeon. Detached from the Naval Academy,

Annapolis, Md., and ordered to the Naval Hospital, Las Ani-
mas, Colo., for treatment. June 26.
Huntington. E. O., surgeon. Granted sick leave for three

months when discharged from treatment at the Naval Medi-
cal School Hospital, Washington, D. C.
Shook. F. M., passed assistant surgeon. Detached from

duty in the department of government and sanitation, Canal
Zone, Isthmus of Panama, and ordered to duty at the Naval
Medical School, Washington, D. C. June 26.

APPOINTMENTS.
Milton J. Rosenau,M.D., Director of the Public Health and

Marine Hospital Laboratory in Washington, has been appointed
Professor of Preventive Medicine and Hygiene at the Harvard
Medical School.
Wilder Tileston, M.D., of Boston, has been appointed

Assistant Professor of Medicine at the Yale University Medical
School.

RECENT DEATH.
Frank Huron Wallace, M.D., M.M.S.S., died in Boston,

June 27,1909, aged fifty years.
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